
Figure 1: Jibo at the premiere of his student-made short film, one of several incorporating Jibo, Generative
AI, and innovative storytelling technology. At the premiere, Jibo hosted the screening of his films.
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Abstract

This paper discusses the use of Jibo, a socially intelligent robot developed at MIT, paired with the
introduction of generative AI, as a method to introduce AI in educational settings, specifically, their
combined integration into film-making pedagogy at a film school. We evaluate Jibo’s potential as a
classroom and film production collaborator when paired with generative artificial intelligence, arguing
that his presence augments, rather than replaces, traditional teacher impact, and that creativity enabled
by generative AI is significantly supported and enhanced by the presence of a personal social robot as a
teaching aid in the classroom.

1 Introduction

Social robots, as well as the now-ubiquitous presence of generative AI workflows, are promising tools
for enhancing classroom engagement. We propose that embodying AI in a robot fosters a richer sense of
presence with generative AI tools [1]. While much attention has been given to the impact of the roles of
social robots in STEM learning, few studies have explored their impact on creative disciplines like film-
making. This ongoing research addresses that gap, documenting the use of Jibo, a social robot named one
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